The compound was prepared as previously described [1], Suitable crystals for X-ray diffraction were obtained from ethanol. Elemental analysis: found-C, 77.8 %; H, 8.2 %; N, 7.8 %; calc. for C36H47N3O2 -C, 78.1 %; H, 8.6 %; N, 7.6 %. IR and 'H NMR data are available in the CIF.
Discussion
Previous works in our lab have been driven to the design, characterization and thermal study of metallomesogens built by coordination of metal fragments to mesogenic 3,5-bis(4-alkyloxyphenyl)-pyrazole ligands [2] [3] [4] . The related bi-dentate Λ/,Λ^'-donor 2-[3,5-bis(4-alkyloxyphenyl)-pyrazol-l-yl]pyridine ligands were prepared and proved to have liquid crystal properties as well as some of their complexes [1] . In this context, we think that the investigation of the molecular structure of both ligands and complexes should be of interest in order to establish potential structure/properties relationships. It is also directed to contribute to a better knowledge of the required molecular design for optimized liquid crystal properties. We describe herein the crystal structure of one of these ligands, 2-[3,5-bis(4-octyloxyphenyl)pyrazol-l-yl]pyridine. As in other pyrazoles [2, [4] [5] [6] , the bond distances of the pyrazole, pyridine and benzene-substituent groups evidence a delocalized π system, which is extended to the four rings. However, the dihedral angles between the pyrazole ring and their benzene-substituents rings (23.1(1)° and 32.4(1)°) indicate the absence of planarity. The larger dihedral angle corresponds to the substituent at the 5-position, which is attributed to steric effect with the pyridine ring. As characteristic feature, die N-donor atoms (N1 and N3) present an onA'-disposition (as reflected by the N2-N1-C6-N3 torsion angle of-118.2(4)°), possibly due to repulsion between their respective lone pairs as it has already been observed in related derivatives [5, 7] . Also, in agreement with this fact, the dihedral angle between the pyrazole and pyridine rings is 57.2(2)°. However, upon complexation this ligand-type adopts a ^-conformation necessary for a chelation [5] . The lateral alkyl chains located in the substituents at the 3-and 5-position of die pyrazole show the characteristic single C-C distances, both chains being responsible for an elongated molecular shape. The distance between the terminal atoms of the chains (C24 and C38) of 31.44 A is the longest one in the molecule, which then could be described as rod-like type with 31.44 A in length towards 8.56 A in width (measured as the distance between the C9 atom and the C24-C38 line). The molecular packing exhibits columnar and layer-like characteristics, but no short contacts are observed. In spite of the rod-like molecular shape, the studied compound did not exhibit liquid crystal behavior. This result suggests that new values of die length to width relation should be used in order to obtain mesogenic behavior. The proved liquid crystal properties of the related compounds 2-[3,5-bis(4-alkyloxyphenyl)pyrazol-l-yl]pyridine bearing longer chains (14 and 16 carbon atoms) [1] support the above suggestion. 
